
 
 

ACRP Disclosure Statement 
 
As an organization accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME®), Association of Clinical Research Professionals (ACRP) requires everyone who is in 
a position to control the planning of content of an education activity to disclose all relevant 
financial relationships with any commercial interest. Financial relationships in any amount, 
occurring within the past 12 months of the activity, including financial relationships of a spouse 
or life partner, that could create a conflict of interest are requested for disclosure. 
 
The ACCME defines a financial relationship as that in which the individual benefits by receiving 
a salary, royalty, intellectual property rights, consulting fee, honoraria, ownership interest (e.g., 
stocks, stock options or other ownership interest, excluding diversified mutual funds), or other 
financial benefit from a commercial interest.  Financial benefits are usually associated with roles 
such as employment, consultancy, management position, teaching membership on advisory 
committees or review panels, board membership, speaker’s bureaus, and other activities from 
which remuneration is received, or expected. 
 
A "commercial interest" is defined as any entity producing, marketing, reselling or distributing 
health care goods or services consumed by, or used on patients.  A company that provides a 
direct service to patients is not considered a commercial interest.   
 
ACRP members are often employed by commercial interests.  However, if the content of the 
educational activity and/or committee responsibility deals with the regulatory and ethical 
requirements of the conduct of clinical research, it is not considered a conflict of interest.  It is 
also not considered a conflict of interest if the content is not about or promoting products or 
services of commercial interests. If an individual has a relationship that is deemed a conflict of 
interest, the conflict must be resolved prior to the activity. 
 
The intent of this policy is not to prevent individuals with relevant financial relationships from 
participating; it is intended that such relationships be identified openly so that the audience may 
form their own judgments about the presentation and the presence of commercial bias with full 
disclosure of the facts. It remains for the audience to determine whether an individual’s outside 
interests may reflect a possible bias in either the exposition or the conclusions presented. 
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